New Nerve Gas Tests 
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The Army has resumed its 
controversial testing of lethal 
nerve gas in Utah, where 6000 
sheep died last March, but is 
observing stricter safety con- 
trols recommended by a Gov- 
ernment study committee. 

The announcement of the 
new safeguards was made yes- 
terday tby Army Secretary 
Stanley Resor, who released 
the report of the committee 
headed by Surgeon General 
William H. Stewart. 

To prevent a recurrence of 
the sheep disaster, the Com- 
, mittee set forth restrictions on 
the use of so-called “persist- 
ent’* gases, such as nerve and 
mustard gas, whose effects 
may linger in an area for days. 

Testing of riot control, inca- 
pacitating and “nonpersistent” 
lethal chemicals can be re- 
sumed with modifying existing 
safety precautions, the Com- 
mittee said. 

The Army has paid $376,000 
in damages for the death of 
the sheep and is considering 
claims for damage to neigh- 
boring lands and possible 
threats to human life in the 
area of its Dugway proving 
ground in Utah. 

After the sheep deaths, the 


Army announced suspension 
of “all large-scale testing” of } 
the nerve gas until the study ^ 
was completed. ] 

The sheep first became par- . 
alyzed and then died over a 
period of weeks, apparently 
from delayed effects of ex- } 
tremely small quantities of 
the nerve gas. 

The Committee recom- 
mended, and the Army agreed 
to, these restrictions on use of 
large quantities of “persist- 
ent” or lingering gases: 

• No air drops from alti- 
tudes of more than 300 feet. 

• The resulting cloud must 
not cross U.S. Highway 40, 
which traverses the Dugway 
tesUng ground area, for at 
least three hours. 

• Ground winds must be no 
stronger than 15 miles per 
hour. 

• No air drops if thunder- 
storms are occuring or are 
predicted for the next eight 
hours within 100 miles on the 
test site. 

The Committee urged 
greater efforts to obtain more 
accurate weather forecasts for 
test areas and to make sure no 
damaging material escapes 
those areas. 


